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Over 117 million Catholics live in Africa - almost twice as many as in the United States. Is it any

surprise that the saints of Africa number in the thousands? They include three popes, three Doctors

of the Church, eight Fathers of the Church, thousands of martyrs, hundreds of monks, plus

countless religious and lay leaders. Yet, how many of us can name even a handful of these

saints?Saints of Africa presents a cross section of these remarkable men and women. From the

earliest defenders of the Faith to twentieth-century martyrs, they bear witness to the remarkable

sanctity of the world's second-largest and second-most-populous continent.Read the stories of

these Christian heroes and heriones of African origin or African descent whose influence touches all

of our lives.
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Many have speculated that perhaps our next Pope might come from Africa. While such speculation

is premature, the reasoning makes sense. This continent of 117 million Catholics has already

produced three popes, three Doctors of the Church, eight Fathers of the Church, and thousands of

martyrs and saints.I recall some time back a colleague asking for a book like this. Unfortunately, at

that time, I was unable to direct him towards anything that I was familiar with. As I said, this book is

long overdue.Fr. O'Malley has done a great service in compiling this book of some ninety African

saints. To my knowledge, it is one of few books like it. The saints' stories are told simply, yet

inspiringly, shedding much needed light on these saints forgotten by the West.The entries include

such familiar names as St. Augustine and St. Monica as well as many, many less known saints



such as Blessed Josephine Bakhita, St. Deogratias, St. Melchiades, and Blessed Isidore

Bakanja.The book is organized in a curious fashion - listing the saints according to their feast days

rather than alphabetically. Thankfully, an index in the front of the book also lists them in a calendar

format so that the reader can more easily look up particular saints. An alphabetical listing of all of

the saints, or a similar index in the back of the book, might have made it easier to find a particular

saint.Each chapter covers the saints whose feast days fall within that month. A convenient map in

the beginning of each chapter indicates the region where each saint came from, although the map

does not indicate specific countries. Many of the saints come from regions before they were

recognized African countries.
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